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	Agenda


1. Adoption of the Agenda

2. FP6 and FP7 calls relevant to the Action Plan

3. Analysis of the Recommendations

a. Completed

b. Work ongoing

c. Work to be commenced

4. DISCONTOOLS update

a. Analysis by Work Package

b. Discussion

5. ETPGAH Mirror Groups

6. EMIDA ERA-Net 

7. Animal Health Strategy

8. Action Plan

a. Update?

b. New topics?

9. AOB 

a. date of next meeting
	Discussion


1. Adoption of the Agenda
The Chairman, Declan O’ Brien (DOB) invited all participants to briefly introduce themselves and following this round of introductions, the agenda was approved.

2. FP 6 and FP 7 calls relevant to the ETPGAH Action Plan
Jim Scudamore (JS) presented a word document (attachment 1) and a PowerPoint presentation (attachment 2)  summarising the very wide range of projects that have been funded under FP 6 and FP 7 that are very relevant to the Action Plan. The meeting agreed that tremendous progress has been made and that many of the points in the Action Plan are now being turned into research projects. It was noted that a BSE project needs to be added to the list. JS confirmed that the data source is CORDIS and it was agreed that the list should be updated regularly and circulated to the stakeholders and interested parties as evidence of progress.

JS emphasised the relevance of the “People” side of FP 7 to industry in particular as well as the relevance of the “Ideas” aspect to the research community. On the “Capacities” side, it was noted that work is about to start on achieving a common understanding of Level 3 facilities and that an initiative would be launched to link laboratories involved in ruminant physiology. 

Isabel Minguez-Tudela (IMT) referred to the Action Plan as one of the sources of inspiration for research calls and she added that some of the calls in July, 2009 would be relevant to the animal health sector.

Action: Secretariat to circulate updated list of relevant projects on a regular basis
3. Analysis and Recommendations
a. Completed
b. Work ongoing

c. Work to be commenced

In analysing the status of the various recommendations in the Action Plan, JS made a presentation (attachment 3) exploring the various headings in Chapter 3 of the Action Plan. The meeting again noted that great progress is being made.
It was agreed that we need to ensure ongoing good coordination to avoid duplication with the example of the ICONZ project where DISCONTOOLS will rely on the expertise of ICONZ to provide information on the 8 diseases that it is working on. 
It was also agreed that we need to fill in the disease grid including the work ongoing in the EMIDA network to achieve a good overview of all the ongoing research. Mention was made of Macrosys, network on TB and para TB along with Parasol as relevant initiatives. Stakeholders are invited to provide input in identifying relevant research as per slides 43, 44 & 45 of the presentation.
Action: Stakeholders to submit additional information 

concerning Slides 43, 44 & 45
On discussion, it was agreed that the Commission take a long term view of research with projects on vector borne diseases stretching back many years. This is in contrast to the political response as seen in Avian Influenza and currently with Influenza A H1N1 where politicians suddenly demand more research on the latest disease that is emerging. The stakeholders agreed that it would be desirable to have some funds available to respond at short notice to a particular disease threat. It was also agreed that capacity needs to be in place to respond. Whilst the work of DISCONTOOLS will include trying to predict disease emergence, this will always be a challenging task. 

It was noted that DISCONTOOLS would assemble data on the global availability of diagnostics and vaccines and their suitability for use via the Gap Analysis process. It was also agreed that it would be useful to have the epidemiological centre as referred to in the Action Plan to assist in disease emergence prediction.
Action: Recommendation to be made to the European Council to have reserve funds available to launch research in an emergency situation. 

Action: In addition, people should be available who can be mobilised in an emergency situation via capacity building 

4. DISCONTOOLS Update
a. Analysis of Work Packages

b. Discussion
Morgane Delavergne (MD) provided an analysis of the progress of each Work Package (WP) along with meetings of the Project Management Board (PMB) jointly with the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the WP’s via a PowerPoint presentation (attachment 4). Each WP is making good progress with the milestones being passed and deliverables being produced as per the project plan.

On discussion, it was confirmed that the criteria for the Scoring Model and Gap Analysis are fixed but may be reviewed in light of experience of actual use. It was mentioned that cost must be considered but this will be done from a risk assessment perspective exclusively. 

It was confirmed that Gap Analysis will also look at prevention in the sense that surveillance needs will be considered. The EMIDA will review the Gap Analysis to see if any relevant research is ongoing to avoid duplication. It was also confirmed that the diagnostics industry is well represented in the DISCONTOOLS project with a representative on the PMB. It remains to be seen what type of regulatory environment will develop for the diagnostics industry.
5. Mirror Groups
DOB presented the activities of the Mirror Groups (attachment 5). The Mirror Groups are being successful in delivering on their two main tasks - communicating the content of the Action Plan nationally and encouraging national funding to consider supporting some of the action points in the Action Plan.

In addition, the Mirror Groups are acting as a hub of communication at a national level creating a much better understanding of the needs of all the stakeholders in the animal health area. Information is being exchanged to some extent between the Mirror Groups and this information exchange is being stimulated by two face to face meetings of the Mirror Groups per year. 
In the Netherlands, the Mirror Group is “asleep” as the relevant stakeholders are engaged in the Immuno Valley initiative established in 2008 consisting of 27 public and private partners spanning both veterinary and human medicine. Via this initiative, the objectives of the Dutch Mirror Group are being achieved.

6. EMIDA ERA-Net
Alex Morrow (AM) as the coordinator of the EMIDA made a presentation explaining its ongoing activities (attachment 6). He particularly drew attention to the “common call” for research that will shortly be published with a fund of €20m contributed by 19 partners from 16 countries. 

The stakeholders thanked AM for his presentation and remarked on the tremendous progress being made in establishing research projects across borders which will make research much more efficient.

It was confirmed that EMIDA and DISCONTOOLS work closely together and that the work of the EMIDA may fill some of the Gaps identified by DISCONTOOLS. AM confirmed that breeding for disease management is within their remit and that they are also interested in fish genetics from a disease control perspective. 

7. Animal Health Strategy (AHS)
DOB summarised the interaction of the ETPGAH and DISCONTOOLS with the AHS (attachment 7). It was agreed that any reference to DISCONTOOLS in the proposed Animal Health Law needs to be considered carefully to ensure that it reflects what is realistic. 
8. Action Plan
a. Review

b. Update?

c. New topics?

d. Recommendations to the Commission for items in the next FP 7 Call
9. Future developments of the ETPGAH
It was agreed to consider points 8 and 9 together.
Given the gaps in tools, it was agreed that we need to consider novel molecules (immunostimulants, antivirals, etc.) along with biologicals. It was also agreed that the Action Plan (AP) needs to be updated as technology is moving on and we need to update the plan to provide more relevant input into FP 7 calls from 2011 to 2013. It was agreed to establish a working group of perhaps 6 people to go through the AP and draft a revision. In addition, all stakeholders would be invited to provide input. Participants suggested that the EFSA should be invited as well to provide input. It was also noted that DG Development may be a source of ideas.
COPA-COGECA noted the value of the AP in focusing the minds of the stakeholders on the priorities. The relevant group within COPA-COGECA will meet in late September and will provide input, from an EU perspective, to the revised AP. It was noted that all diseases need to be considered and not just OIE notifiable diseases. 
IMT invited all stakeholders to reflect on identifying the problems of today and how research might contribute to solving those problems. 

The very innovative ideas coming out of the Mirror Groups were referred to and it was agreed that some of these ideas should be considered in the review of the AP. In addition, the Mirror Groups provide a voice for various stakeholders including farmers.
JS noted that food security is becoming an issue and this places greater focus on production diseases. He suggested that the views of the CVO’s, industry and farmers would be of interest from this perspective.  
The concept of taking a species approach also needs to be considered. Pig industry levy bodies are communicating with each other in Denmark, France, the Netherlands and the UK and may have ideas for research. In addition, COPA-COGECA referred to their species committees. The species approach allows for a “systems approach” to disease control integrating all facets of disease prevention and control from breeding to housing to bio-security to diagnosis and treatment.

In the considerations of needs, it was recognised the Minor Uses and Minor Species (MUMS) should not be overlooked. 

Finally, in relation to companion animals, it was recognised that they may be a reservoir for disease, may be a vector for disease as they travel but may also need to be the focus for research in terms of their own needs. Those needs include pain management, stress control during transport, management following separation from an owner, abandonment and general behavioural research. Whilst this matter has not been considered by the ETPGAH to date, it merits some thought.

Action: Establish Working Group to review Action Plan. 
Invite all stakeholders to provide input
10. AOB
a. Date of next meeting
It was agreed that the stakeholders should meet on the day following the IFAH-Europe annual conference in June, 2010. 
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