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	2nd Meeting of DISCONTOOLS/ETPGAH Stakeholders
Thursday, 30th September, 2010 in Brussels
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Secretariat:
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	Agenda


1. Adoption of the Agenda

2. Approval of the Minutes of the 1st ETPGAH/DISCONTOOLS Stakeholder meeting

3. Analysis of the Recommendations from  Action Plan
a. Completed

b. Work ongoing – by who
c. Work to be commenced

4. DISCONTOOLS update

a. Analysis by Work Package

b. Updated “Disease and Product Analysis” document

c. Discussion

5. Current status of the DISCONTOOLS Expert Groups

6. Approval of the updated ‘Terms of Reference’

7. ETPGAH Mirror Groups

8. EMIDA ERA-Net 

9. Animal Health Strategy
9b.       ENHanCE project

10. Review of the Action Plan

11. ETPGAH new website

12. AOB 

a. date of next meeting
	Discussion


1. Adoption of the Agenda
The Chairman, Declan O’ Brien (DOB) invited all participants to briefly introduce themselves and following this round of introductions, the agenda was approved with the addition of point 9b covering a presentation on the ENHanCE project made by Marie McIntyre (MM).

2. Approval of the Minutes of the 1st ETPGAH/DISCONTOOLS Stakeholder meeting

Minutes were approved.
3. Analysis of the Recommendations from  Action Plan

Jim Scudamore (JS) presented a PowerPoint presentation (attachment 1) summarising the FP7 Calls relevant to the ETPGAH Action Plan (2007-2011). First Call had been issued with a deadline for application in May 2007 and current Call is the 6th with a deadline in January 2011. The European Commission has decided to insist on the participation from SMEs with their inclusion in projects being mandatory and their involvement being at minimum 50% of the bid. It was noted that companion animals are included in the latest call. There are still two years of Calls to be issued within the 7th Framework Programme.

On discussion Meredith Lloyd Evans (MLE) stated that a joint call on human diseases involving SMEs has been proposed by the Technology Strategy Board in the UK. This information could help to identify SMEs willing to take part in European projects.

Action: DOB to circulate information from MLE to all.

JS made a second presentation (attachment 2) on the very wide range of projects that have been funded under FP 6 and FP 7 that are very relevant to the Action Plan. The list has been updated since the 1st Stakeholder meeting where this information was first presented. A lot of projects and initiatives are currently covering the 4 main Themes described in the Recommendations from the ETPGAH Action Plan. It was agreed that future reviews should also include information from other sources such as the 1st EMIDA joint Call. 

Action: Wim Ooms to circulate information from EMIDA.

Secretariat to include projects from the EMIDA ERA-Net in the analysis.

On discussion the limited interest regarding production diseases was noted, helminth resistance being the only topic funded recently. It was emphasised that it may be useful to bring more focus to production diseases as food security matters are now more and more relevant. André Jestin (AJ) explained that Med-Vet-Net has carried out a prioritisation exercise on foodborne and zoonotic hazards at the EU level and is now ensuring its sustainability through a recently created Med-Vet-Net Association.

Action: Secretariat to add any relevant information to the analysis such as disease projects from Med-Vet-Net.

4. DISCONTOOLS Update
a. Analysis of Work Packages

Morgane Delavergne (MD) provided an analysis of the progress of each Work Package (WP) along with meetings of the Project Management Board (PMB) via a PowerPoint presentation (attachment 3). Each WP is making good progress with the milestones being passed and deliverables being produced as per the project plan. It was explained that the first results from DISCONTOOLS were going through an approval process and that they should be online in the website database in November. 

b. Updated “Disease and Products Analysis” document

JS presented the revised document and highlighted the changes made in it. Changes are mainly on the format as opposed to information content. Part 1 now focuses on “Control Tools” whereas Part 2 is now dedicated to “Disease Details” previously named “Disease Information”. Direct links to the Disease Cards and Manuals from the OIE website have been included as well as details on “Sources of information” at the end of the document, such as the name of the Expert Group Leader, name of the reviewer, date of validation and last date of review.
c. Discussion
On discussion, stakeholders were very pleased that the first results would soon be publically available and that good progresses had been made by DISCONTOOLS in one year.  There was no particular comment or remark on the changes made to the “Disease and Products Analysis” document.
5. Current status of the DISCONTOOLS Expert Groups

MD presented a brief overview of the current status of the Expert Groups (attachment 4). 46 experts have now accepted to lead a group out of the 50 groups. The secretariat is pursuing its efforts on the 4 groups that remain to be formed: Nipah virus, Anthrax, Liver Fluke and Swine Mycoplasma. 
[Post-meeting note: the PMB agreed that JS, assisted by relevant experts or consultants, should complete the data concerning the remaining 4 diseases.]
6. Approval of the ETPGAH ‘Terms of Reference’

DOB presented the revised ‘Terms of Reference’ for the ETPGAH and a section on Mirror Groups for discussion. Some minor comments were made on the proposed documents. It was suggested to include the paragraph on Mirror Groups (MGs) in an Appendix of the current revised document. However, the MGs should be consulted with a final proposed text to be forwarded to Stakeholders for consultation by written procedure.
Action: Secretariat to ask the Mirror Groups to approve “Appendix”.

Secretariat to then ask the ETPGAH EB to approve a revised text.

With agreement in hand, secretariat to seek approval from the Stakeholders by written procedure.

7. ETPGAH Mirror Groups (MGs)
Alessandra Scagliarini (AS) presented some slides on the current status of the Italian MG and main key areas identified for future research (attachment 5). Budget cuts were decided at the end of last year which makes the running of the National Platform uncertain. AISA (Italian Animal Health Association) agreed to provide funding to the MG, but as the National Association is under reconstruction, this will delay the funding.

Pablo Hervas Calle (PHC) made a presentation on the Spanish MG entitled “Vet+i” and its progress since the last Stakeholder meeting (attachment 6). The MG is developing an IT tool containing considerable information concerning AH (industry´s area of interest, exploitable research results, existing research themes, etc.) and will be holding an Infoday on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) in Madrid on November 16th, 2010. All working groups have made great progress in accomplishing their tasks and the National Platform has created strong links with other European initiatives such as the EMIDA ERA-net and with CDTI which is the Spanish representative at the FP7 management committees. Another activity since the last meeting has been the collaboration with the Italian MG to enhance networking for potential partners for Italian projects of interest for the Mediterranean area. Next meeting of the Spanish MG will be in November this year.

DOB presented an overview of the work accomplished by the other MGs that couldn’t be present (attachment 7). A new MG has been launched in Portugal in May 2010, its first meeting was in June 2010 and all parties involved welcomed the initiative as a means of enhancing cooperation amongst the research community. The creation of an Austrian/Swiss MG is still under discussion. All MGs are scheduled to meet on November 23rd, 2010 in Brussels.  
8. EMIDA ERA-Net
Alex Morrow (AM) as the coordinator of the EMIDA made a presentation explaining its ongoing activities (attachment 8). He particularly drew attention to the first common Call issued, for which 11 projects have been selected. A second joint Call from the EMIDA ERA-Net is currently being planned.
AM then presented the new global initiative entitled STAR-IDAZ standing for “Global Strategic Alliances for the Coordination of Research on the Major Infectious Diseases of Animals and Zoonoses”. This initiative is a 48 month Coordination and Support Action (Coordinating) project with currently 20 partners in 17 countries. The aim of the Global Network on Animal Health Research will be to improve coordination of research activities on the major infectious diseases of animals (including zoonoses) so as to hasten the delivery of improved control methods. STAR-IDAZ should be launched in May 2011. 
The stakeholders thanked AM for his presentation and remarked on the tremendous progress being made in establishing research projects across borders which will make research much more efficient. On discussion Karen Quigley (KQ) explained that the EMA is developing a database on areas of activity of SME in the Health sector plus a contact point for each of the SMEs. She stated that over 700 companies will be listed. This information will help identify SMEs to be invited to participate in future research calls.
Action: KQ to provide the link to the database when available to DOB.

9. Animal Health Strategy (AHS)
DOB summarised the interaction of the ETPGAH and DISCONTOOLS with the AHS (attachment 9). He expressed that the EC plan to bring together pieces of legislation related to animals in one unique block is a very interesting but ambitious approach. 

DISCONTOOLS is regularly invited to present its work at DG SANCO Categorisation Committee and will participate in the next meeting on October 22nd, 2010.

9b. ENHanCE Project presentation

Marie McIntyre (MMI) made a presentation (attachment 10) on Disease Prioritisation within the ENHanCE project (ERA-NET Health and Climate in Europe) led by Liverpool University.
She explained the bottom-up approach chosen to assess priorities to all important diseases in Europe sensitive to climate and likely to be affected by climate change (the project is reviewing a very wide range of diseases and prioritising based on climate change drivers). She then presented the semi-quantitative disease prioritisation framework they have developed as well as the binary approach they have chosen to identify human and animal pathogens of societal importance. 

On discussion, it was explained that emerging diseases are not included in the model as they are not yet present, but that the exercise will be repeated over time and that they will be included if found in Europe. 

10.  Review of the Action Plan
DOB stated that regarding the revision of the ETPGAH Action Plan we should wait for the EMIDA work to be completed regarding their development of a Strategic Research Agenda. WO explained that the ETPGAH Vision Document was considered as a reference to develop the EMIDA SRA and that the Action Plan will also be considered. A first draft should be ready in early December this year and DOB will be invited for comment as the Industry may have an additional perspective. This type of collaboration concerning the identification of future research themes ensures coordination and synergy between EMIDA and the ETPGAH. A workshop will be organised in May 2011 to look at the final draft SRA.
Action: WO to send the first draft SRA to DOB in December 2010.

11. ETPGAH new website
DOB presented an off-line version of the future ETPGAH website currently under testing. This website is financed by IFAH-Europe and should be finalised in the near future. The website will represent a new interface for the ETPGAH and will help to communicate the ongoing work of the Platform.
Action: DOB to inform stakeholders when the website is online.

12. AOB
a. Inter-regional funding

MLE referred to inter-regional funding. This funding supports regional disease control. It also attempts to ensure that research excellence remains available in the regions. It may be relevant in relation to research funding and the research undertaken may be relevant to the ETPGAH Action Plan. He agreed to provide further details to the secretariat.
Action: MLE to provide details of inter-regional funding to the Secretariat.

b. Date of next meeting
It was agreed that the stakeholders should meet on September 29th, 2011.
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